












Shaker Singers: (Left to right) Ruth Dennis, Janet Fabiochi Julia
Jordan, Phillis Goodwin, Ann Tarney, (center) Clarice Carr.
Mrs. Fred Carr is pictured sitting beside part of the Shaker Exhibit
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This is the tenth anniversary of Enfield's Shaker Singers, so
called, organized in 1946 by Clarice Carr to keep alive, in song and
story, the folk lore of the Shaker sect. The group, none of whom are
Shakers, is well known in state and national folk music circles. In
1948 and 1950, they sang at the National Folk Festival in St. Louis,
Mo.; in 1952 at the University of Pennsylvania; in 1953 at Dartmouth
College; and, last summer, at Connecticut College. In addition to the
members of the current group, identified in the accompanying pic-
ture, three others have participated — Mrs. Dorothy Sanborn, Mrs.
Marjorie Hayes, Mrs. Bettina Spiller. In its presentations, the group
is dedicated to helping to perpetuate a philosophy of life which still
has meaning for our world.
Shaker missionaries established their first Enfield church in 1782
on what is still called Shaker Hill. In 1793, the community moved to
the west shore of Mascoma Lake, where they maintained continuous
life and activity until 1923. In the period of their greatest prosperity,
the middle years of the last century, there were 350 Believers in the
Enfield settlement. In 1928, the property was sold to LaSalette Semi-
nary.
In keeping with their doctrine of separation from the world, the
Shakers declined to vote and, with one exception, did not hold town
office. Elder William Wilson "served acceptably" for three years as
a member of the town school board. The expansion of Shaker indus-
tries, after the coming of the Northern Rail Road was an important
factor in the development of North Enfield.
At this season of the year, when citizens are particularly mindful
of tax rates and property valuations, a measure of our times can be
found in a comparison with early town records. Former Elder Henry
Cummings, writing for the Enfield Advocate in 1909, reviews the
inventory of 1840. "The selectmen that year were George W. Fogg,
William Huse, and N. S. Dustin. The number of polls were 325, and
of this number 58 were in the Shaker Society and did not vote ....
The property rate was 85 cents per $100, of which 21 cents was for
highways. The three largest taxpayers were the three Shaker families."




Real Estate $226,059.00 Real Estate $1,611,900.00
Mills & Machinery 8,375.00 Mills & Machinery 148,390.00
260 Horses 11,400.00 23 Horses 1,580.00
469 Cows 10,475.00 260 Cows 23,640.00
Stock in Trade 7,250.00 Stock in Trade 175,205.00
Good advice for town meeting time is found in the Shaker
"Manual of Good Manners," published in Canterbury, N. H., in 1844:
"Never dispute or argue with passion, nor speak your words
harsh and loud, nor use unreasonable inconsiderate expressions,
though you are never so confident of being in the right, and your




Moderator, Daniel A. Gosselin 1956
Selectmen,
Thomas J. Lorden 1956
George W. Campbell 1957
Isaac H. Sanborn 1958
Town Clerk, Herbert E. Walbridge 1956
Town Treasurer, Manly A. Wilmot 1956
Tax" Collector, Harriet Stevens 1956
Overseer of Poor, Forest L. Colby 1956
Highway Agent, Henry A. Laramie 1956
Health Officer, Rufus J. Bruce
Police Chief, Francis LaBounty 1956
Trustees of Trust Funds,









Maynard L. Sanborn 1956
Merton L. Stearns '1956
Supervisors of Check List,
John R. Goodwin 1956
Clarence E. Arnold 1956
Arthur W. Blain 1956
Rep. to General Court, Isaac H. Sanborn 1956
Justice, Municipal Court, Emmett Stewart
Cemetery Agent, Emmet Stewart 1956
Fire Wards,
Clarence Arnold 1956
Thomas J. Lorden 19?
Daniel T. Ibey 1958












Selectman member, Thomas J. Lorden
School District, Kenneth LaMott









































WARRANT FOR TOWN MEETING
(L.S.) State of New Hampshire
To the inhabitants of the Town of Enfield, quali-
fied to vote in Town affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet in the School Audi-
torium in said Town of Enfield, on the thirteenth day
of March next, at nine o'clock in the forenoon, to act
on the following subjects:
Article 1. To choose by ballot to serve for three
years, one Selectman, one Trustee of Trust Funds, one
Library Trustee, and one Fire Ward ; to serve for one
year, one Treasurer, one Clerk, one Tax Collector, one
Highway Agent, one Overseer of Poor, one Police Chief,
one Cemetery Agent, two Auditors, and such other neces-
sary town officers, required by law to be chosen for the
ensuing year.
Polls will open at 9:30 a.m. and will not close
before 6 :00 p.m.
Article 2. To see if the Town will vote to author-
ize the Selectmen to borrow money in anticipation of
taxes, the sums so borrowed to be paid before the end
of the fiscal year in which the debt was incurred.
Article 3. To authorize the sale or lease of any
or all of such parcels of real estate acquired by the
Town through Tax Collector's deeds for non-payment
of taxes, or any other deeds, and to authorize the Board
of Selectmen to execute and deliver, in the name of the
Town, suitable deeds or leases of such real estate, sub-
ject to such conditions or restrictions as may be voted
by the meeting.
Article 4. To see if the Town will vote to raise
the sum of $3,000.00 for State Aid Construction, to re-
ceive the sum of $3,000.00 from the State, or act thereon.
(5)
Article 5. To see if the Town will vote to raise
the sum of $846.36 for Town Road Aid, and to receive
the sum of $5,642.42 from the State.
Article 6. To see if the Town will raise or appro-
priate the sum of $100.00 as its contribution to the Dart-
mouth - Lake Sunapee Region Association, or act thereon.
Article 7. To see if the Town will vote to adopt
the Budget and raise or appropriate the various sums
recommended and posted by the Budget Committee, or
act thereon.
Article 8. To see if the Town will vote to accept
$100.00 from Elbridge W. Truell as a trust fund, the
income therefrom to be used for the perpetual care of
the Hiram and Hannah Truell lots, so called, in the
George Hill Cemetery.
Article 9. To see if the Town will vote to discon-
tinue a portion of the McConnell Road, including the
McConnell Bridge, described as follows: From a point
where McConnell Road connects with Route U. S. 4
southerly to a point 10 feet south of the McConnell
Bridge, so called, and to erect gates and bars on both
sides of the bridge, leaving the bridge as a foot bridge
only as long as it remains safe for that purpose.
Article 10. To see if the Town will vote, that, if
the purposes or objects, hereinafter designated for which
appropriations for the year 1955, may have been made;
have not been fully accomplished during the fiscal year;
then the funds so appropriated or unexpended on the
unfinished portion of said object, shall be placed in a
Capital Reserve Fund, dedicated to the object of its con-
ception, until such time as the Board of Selectmen, act-
ing as agents for the Town, shall have the opportunity
or occasion for the fulfilling or completion of/or for the
purposes or objects, for which said appropriation was
created.
(6)
The especially designated purposes for the fiscal
year ending December 31, 1956, are as follows:
The net earnings of the Town Trucks and also the
Shovel Loader, derived from Highway appropriations,
for replacement purposes; any unexpended Highway
funds.
Article 11. To hear the reports of Agents, Audi-
tors, Officers or Committees heretofore chosen, and pass
any vote relating thereto.
Article 12. To take any vote or transact any furth-
er business that may legally come before said meeting.












BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF ENFIELD, N. H.
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the Ensuing
Year, January 1, 1956, to December 31, 1956, Compared
with Estimated and Actual Revenue, Appropriations and




Sources of Revenue Previous Previous Ensuing
Year Year Year
1955 1955 1956




Interest and Dividends Tax
Railroad Tax
Savings Bank Tax
From Local Sources Except Taxes:
Dog Licenses, net
Business Licenses, Permits and
Filing Fees
Fines and Forfeits, Municipal
Court
Rent of Town Hall and Other
Buildings
Income from Trust Funds
Tax Levy, Canaan School Dir.
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees, net
From Local Taxes Other Than
Property Taxes:
(a) Poll Taxes—Regular @ $2
(b) National Bank Stock Taxes
Total Revenues from All Sources


















Vehicles, Boats and Launches 4,640.00
Portable Mills and Road Machinery 10,950.00
Wood and Lumber 1,040.00
Gasoline Pumps and Tanks 2,565.00
Stock in Trade 182,335.00
Mills and Machinery 144,125.00
Total $2,322,452.00
Less Exemptions to Veterans 125,725.00
Less Exemptions to Blind 2,400.00
Net Valuation $2,194,327.00
Town Tax Rate, including School
and County $6.92













Division of Municipal Accounting







Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1955
Certificate
This is to certify that the information contained in
this report was taken from official records and is com-
plete to the best of our knowledge and belief.

















to State Treas. 1,170.00
$ 1,530.00
State and Tow^n Joint Highway
Construction Accounts:
Unexpended balance in State
Treasury 22,558.39
Capital Reserve Funds: 14,551.53
Total Liabilities $38,639.92








From Local Taxes: (Collected
and remitted to Treasurer)
Property Taxes, 1955 $151,843.37
Poll Taxes, 1955, regular
@ $2 1,338.00




Dog licenses $ 569.28
Business licenses, permits
and filing fees 66.00





Town officers' salaries $ 2,741.00
Town officers' expenses 1,152.98
Election and registration
expenses 52.00
Municipal court expenses 400.00
Expenses Town Hall and
other town buildings 1,558.85
Protection of Persons and
Libraries 1,350.00
Public Welfare:





Memorial Day and veter-
ans' Associations 150.00
Recreation :
Parks and playgrounds, in-
cluding band concerts 1,200.00




Damages and legal expens-
es, including dogs $ 468.77
Advertising and Regional
Associations 150.00





Total current main. exp. 4,001.27
Interest :
Paid on temporary loans in
anticipation of taxes $ 430.66
Head Tax fees 331.00
Total interest payments $ 761.66
(21)




State Aid construction $ 3,000.00
Equipment — trucks and
loader 4,460.00
Total outlay payments $ 7,460.00
Indebtedness:
Payments on temporary
loans in anticipation of
taxes $ 53,000.00
Payments to capital re-
serve funds 8,104.52
Payments to trustees of
trust funds (new funds) 600.00
Total indebtedness payments 61,704.52
Payments to Other Govern-
mental Divisions:





Taxes paid to county 6,590.70





Total payments to other
governmental divisions $121,801.61
Total payments for all purposes $261,416.27
Cash on hand Dec. 31, 1955 3,164.01
Grand Total $264,580.28
(22)
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town Hall, lands and buildings $ 2,250.00
Furniture and equipment 'sOO.OO
Libraries, lands and buildings and Whitney
^ Ka.ll 25,000.00
-burniture and equipment 5,000.00
Police Department, equipment '2OO.OO
Fire Departments, lands and buildings 4 300 00
Equipment 7,750.00
Highway Department, lands and buildings 5,200 00
Equipment 21,000.00
Materials and Supplies 500.00
Lands and buildings acquired through tax
collector's deeds
A. H. Truell, Gove lot 100 00
Eric Carlson, 1 acre, part of T. T. Powell
,
±'™ 50.00
Land acquired through gift, heirs of Geo.
W. Dustin, 16 acres land on Mascoma
T ^T'' o, . 25.00Land near Shaker Bridge 500.00
Old Town Dump, abandoned 10o!oONew Town Dump 60o!oO
Lockehaven Cemetery addition 30o!oO
Lakeview Cemetery 80o!oO
Two shares in Casino Building, head of









































































































































































































































I hereby certify that the above list, showing the
name and the amount due from each delinquent tax
levy, as of December 31, 1955, is correct to the best












Received from Selectmen $6,361 45
Paid State of N. H. $6,361.45
Town Poor
:




TOWN CEMETERY AGENTS REPORT
Year Ending Dec. 31, 1955
Received from Selectmen $ 840.26
Paid out for general care of cemeteries:
Eddie Chouinard (use of truck) 30.55
John Stewart (labor) 30.00
Louis Stone (labor) 202.50
Elroy Pollard (labor) 69.00
Emmett Stewart (labor) 233.00
Tom Lorden (supervision of removal of
body) 10.00
Donald Patten, gravel 1.60
Montgomery Ward, lawn mowers 145.88
Fred A. Fogg Co., supplies 17.86
Burns Mooney (brush cutters) 2.00




Llye Clough (rent of mower) 20.00
Emmett Stewart Jr., labor 7.00






SUMMARY OF ENFIELD MUNICIPAL COURT
For the Year Ending Dec. 31, 1955




Paid to Motor Vehicle Dept. $153.00
Paid to Fish and Game Dept. 22.50




Justice Enfield Municipal Court
(35)
ENFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY
Report of the Trustees — January - December, 1955
1955 Receipts
Jan.
1 Cash on hand $ 176.68
June
7 Cash, selectmen 500.00
Sept.
23 Cash, selectmen 500.00
Dec.
23 Cash, selectmen 350.00
31 Interest, Trust Funds, 1954 & 1955 361.23
31 Fines 38.16









The circulation of books increased slightly over that
in 1954 and there has been a continued interest and use
of the magazines for which the Library subscribes. Our
summer visitors make good use of the Library facilities
and in turn donate many excellent books to our collection.
We are continually grateful to the Messrs. Thayer and
Norris Nutter for their annual contributions of good books
which this year included two beautifully colored books
on Arizona and a subscription to "Arizona Highways,"
one of the most attractive of the state publicity magazines
published.
This year, it has become necessary to replace the old
card catalog which was purchased in 1932 and which
held some 15,000 cards. With the completion of the typing
of the backlog of cards for older books and cards for
books purchased in 1955, the number of cards rose to
18,000. Since this is largely a working, not an historical
library, we attempt by careful weeding of out-of-date
and worn-out books to keep the total number to between
5,000 and 6,000. At an average of four cards to a book,
this means the purchase of a card catalog capable of
holding about 22,000 cards. An oak cabinet has been
ordered, to be delivered in the early spring, which should
be adequate in every way for at least another 25 years.
The old cabinet will be used to house the collection of
cemetery, tax and other card files belonging to the his-
torical collection.
Mr. George McK. Roberts, to whom the town is
deeply indebted for his research and compilation of the
(37)
Enfield records, has recently presented us with two com-
pleted volumes: (1) a list of all the estates appearing
in the Grafton County Probate records of individuals re-
ported to be residents of the Town of Enfield at the time
of their death, from the earliest records to the year 1950,
with as complete identification of each name as possible
;
(2) a list of New Hampshire towns and counties and other
civil divisions, showing their numerous changes in name
and areas. Although he has recently moved to Hartford,
Conn., he is still actively at work on the unified compila-
tion of the Enfield vital, cemetery and genealogical rec-
ords.
The Library owns a very fine case of mounted native
birds which were given us many years ago by Miss Ida
Cox. One of the things accomplished this year was only
possible through the wonderful cooperation of the Ca-
naan Bird and Garden Club. At one of their meetings in
Enfield, they visited the Library and identified each bird
in the case. Mrs. Louise Ring is preparing a chart listing
these identifications, which will be framed and kept be-
side the case of birds. We are very grateful to the club
for its help in this project.
Because of other necessary expenses, our book buy-
ing was more limited this year and the visits of the
Bookmobile, with their generous loan of books, was ap-
preciated even more than usual.
We wish to pay tribute to the many years of unsel-
fish service given as library trustee by Mrs. Gertrude
Stewart, who retired last year, and also to welcome Mrs.
Mary K. LafFee as the newest member of the board.
The Library hours are as follows:
Monday and Thursday afternoons, 2 :30 to 4
Tuesday evening 6:00 to 8
Saturday 2:00 to 8
Respectfully submitted,







For the Year Ending December 31, 1955





























Received from Selectmen $ 615.50
Paid out 605.50
Balance, Dec. 31, 1955 $ 10.00
(39)
REPORT OF THE TREASURER
Of the Town of Enfield for the Year 1955








To paid out by Selectmen's vouchers 261,416.27





REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN
Detail of Selectmen's Receipts, 1955
Received from State Treasurer:








Detailed Statement of Payments, 1955
Town Officers' Salaries
Thomas J. Lorden, selectman $ 575.00
George W. Campbell, selectman 525.00
Isaac H. Sanborn, selectman 525.00
Herbert E. Walbridge, town
clerk 100.00
Manly A. Wilmot, town
treasurer 175.00
Harriet Stevens, tax collector 425.00
F. L. Colby, overseer of the
poor 150.00
Daniel Gosselin, moderator 25.00
Clarence Arnold, supervisor 30.00
Arthur Blain, supervisor 30.00
John Goodwin, supervisor 30.00
Nellie L. Pierce, trustee of
Trust Funds 50.00
Maynard Sanborn, auditor 20.00
Maynard Sanborn, auditor 20.00
Clarence Arnold, fire ward 12.00
Daniel T. Ibey, fire ward 12.00
















Mileage and rail expense
Assessors Assoc, dues
Election and Registration
Inspectors of ballots $ 24.00
Printing and supplies 28.00
52.00
Municipal Court




Town Hall at Center and Town Clock











Health Department and Town Dump
Health Department:
R. J. Bruce, salary as health
officer $
REPORT OF HIGHWAY AGENT
Total money raised $29,275.00
Unexpended money from 1954, raised for
Elmer Kidder Road 300.00
Total money taken in
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DIVISION OF MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTING
REPORT OF TRUST FUNDS
Town of Enfield, New Hampshire
For Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1955
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in

















Mr. Rufus Bruce, Health Officer
Enfield, N. H.
Dear Sh':
The following is a report of activities carried on in
the Town of Enfield by the New Hampshire Department
of Health, Bureau of Public Health Nursing, for the year
of 1955.
In the months of May and October, the first and
second grades were given the opportunity of attending
the Saik Polio Clinic held at Canaan. Through the ar-
rangements of the School District, children were trans-
ported by bus to these clinics. A large number of chil
dren took advantage. The clinics were sponsored by
the National Polio Foundation and conducted by the
N. H. Department of Health in cooperation with schools,
school nurse, and local physician. Plans are now undei
way for clinics the last of March or early April for
children ages 1 to 14, inclusive. My sincere thanks to
all who helped in any way to make this program a
success.
Home visits have been made in the town on mothers,
babies and pre-school-age children. Arrangements have
been made for children to attend clinics as necessary
and follow-up visits made.
Respectfully submitted,
Lois W. Barton, R.N.
Public Health Nurse
N. H. Department of Health
(53)




I'll take this time to ask the people to be more
careful when they take their rubbish to the dump and
throw a cover over it. This will avoid blowing papers,
cartons, etc., from cluttering up the highway. When
you dispose of your rubbish at the town dump, try to
throw it over the bank, making it a lot easier for the
old gentleman who takes care of the dump. His pay is
not too big. He works for a little money, thus helping
the taxpayer. All these little things you do to help out,
help the taxpayer. Almost everyone who gets one of
these Town Reports is a taxpayer.















1939 Ebenezer Little Fund
1916 Martin Fund
1944 Frank Morse Fund









1954 Clough, Wm. P. Fund
1954 Copeland Fund
1955 Bucklin Fund
1955 Chase and Heath Fund
1924 Cox and Huse Fund
1936 Flanders Fund
1933 Pattee Fund






































Sugar River Savings Bank
U. S. Savings Bond
Sugar River Savings Bank
Sugar River Savings Bank
1 $100 U.S. Savings Band, re-
deemed 2/8/55. Dep. in Sug-
ar River Savings Bank
N. H. Savings Bank
Mascoma Savings Bank
Dartmouth Savings Bank
Sugar River Savings Bank
U. S. Savings Bond
U. S. Savings Bond
Sugar River Savings Bank
Sugar River Savings Bank
Mascoma Savings Bank
Amoskeag Savings Bank






Sugar River Savings Bank
Sugar River Savings Bank
154 shares Fidelity Fund, $ 2,271.2
plus cash held for investment iq^
87 shares Nat. Invest. Corp., 1,095.C




























1940 Bartlett Clough Fund
1891 Sally Clough Fund
1945 Harry Davis Fund
1923 Florence Davis Fund
1902 Dennison Fund

















1 $500 U.S. Savings Band, re-
deemed 3/18/55. Dep. in Su-
gar River Savings Bank.
2 $1000 U.S. Savings Bonds.
Bonds called Dec. '55. Trans-
action not yet completed.







1 $100 U.S. Savings Bond re-
deemed 2/8/55. Dep. in Sug-
ar River Savings Bank.
N. H. Savings Bank
Sugar River Savings Bank
Dartmouth Savings Bank
U. S. Savings Bond
Mascoma Savings Bank
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Enfield, New Hampshire, 1955
The School Board of the School District of Enfield is
continuing the policy of presenting to the School District
each year the financial report of the receipts and expendi-
tures of the department and an estimated budget for the
operation of the school for the succeeding year. These doc-
uments, together with the report of the Superintendent of
Schools, constitute the School Report to the Enfield School
District.
Mr. David Stratton 1956
Mrs. Clarice Carr 1957
Mr. Kenneth Lamott 1958





















State of New Hampshire
Grafton, S.S. School District of Enfield
To the inhabitants of the School District of Enfield
qualified to vote in District affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Enfield Vil-
lage School, Enfield, on the twelfth day of March, 1956,
at seven-thirty o'clock in the evening, to act upon the
following subjects:
Article 1. To choose by ballot a Moderator, a Clerk
and a Treasurer, each to serve one year; and a member
of the School Board, to serve for three years.
Article 2. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors,
Officers or Committees heretofore chosen and pass any
vote relating thereto.
Article 3. To choose Agents, Auditors or Commit-
tees necessary for managing District affairs.
Article 4. To see what sum of money the district
will raise and appropriate for the support of schools, for
the salaries of school district officials and agents, and
for the payment of statutory obligations of the district,
and to authorize the application against said appropri-
ation of such sums as are estimated to be received from
the state equalization fund together with other income
;
the school board to certify to the selectmen the balance
between the estimated revenue and the appropriation,
which balance is to be raised by taxes by the town.
Article 5. To see if the district will vote to raise
and appropriate, in addition to the original appropriation
for 1955-56, a sum of $120 to be made available to the
school district prior to July 1, 1956, in order to meet
obl^'gations due to unanticipated tuition payments.
Article 6. To transact any other business that may
legally come before this meeting.
(62)
The polls will open at 7 :30 p.m. and will not close
before 9:00 p.m.
Given under our hands at said Enfield, N. H., this











SCHOOL CALENDAR 1956-57 AS VOTED
Days
Schools open Wednesday, Sept. 5
Teachers' Convention Oct. 18 & 19 56
Thanksgiving Vacation
Schools close Wednesday, Nov. 21 (12:15)
Schools open Monday, Nov. 26 18 74
Christmas Vacation
Close December 21, 1956
Open January 2, 1957 33 107
Winter Vacation
Close Friday, February 15
Open Monday, February 25
Spring Institute
Spring Vacation
Close Friday, April 19 40 147
Open Monday, April 29
Memorial Day, May 30
Schools close Wednesday, June 12 34 181
(64)
FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE ENFIELD
SCHOOL DISTRICT




Salaries of District Officers $ 346.00
Superintendent's Salary (Lo-
cal Share) 971.77 =
Tax for Statewide Supervision 690.00
Salaries of Other Adminis-
trative Psl. 820.53




Insurance, Treas. Bonds and
Expenses 1,185.67





Total Capital Outlay 82,542.93
Debt and Interest
Principal of Debt $5,000.00
Interest on Debt 2,112.00
Total Debt and Interest 7,112.00
Total Net Payments for All Purposes $175,078.29
Cash on Hand at End of Year
(June 30, 1955)
General Fund -$ 2,320.12
Capital Outlay Fund (From
Capital Outlay Summary) 6,867.86
Total Cash on Hand at End of Year 4,547.74
Grand Total Payments $179,626.03
Explanation of Difference Bet^veen Net (Actual)
Expenditures and Gross Transactions
Total Net Payments, plus Cash on Hand
June 30, 1955 $179,626.03
Payments Refunded or Returned, Payments
Made on Centralized Purchasing for
Other Districts 71,911.10
Total Gross Payments $251,537.13
*Hanover $3,248.30, Lyme $453.27, Orford $494.00
State $2,500.00
(67)
Balance Sheet, June 30, 1955
ASSETS
Cash on hand June 30, 1955 $ 4,547.74
Accounts Due to District:
From Town or City 2,320.12
Total Assets 6,867.86
Net Debt (excess of liabilities over assets) 83,000.00
Grand Total $89,867.86
LIABILITIES
Notes and Bonds Outstanding $83,000.00
Amounts Reserved for Special Purposes
:
Construction Enfield Village School 6,867.86
Total Liabilities $89,867.86
(68)
ANNUAL CAPITAL OUTLAY SUMMARY
For Enfield Village Building
Covering Net Receipts And Payments for
The Period July 1, 1954 to June 30, 1955
RECEIPTS
Dividends and Interest $ 80.00
Total Net Receipts $ 80.00
Cash on Hand July 1, 1954 87.953.94
Grand Total
TREASURER S REPORT
July 1, 1954 to June 30, 1955




Balance of previous Approp.




Received as income from Trust
Funds
Received from all other sources
Total Receipts
Total amount available for fiscal year
Less School Board Orders paid




ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF
SCHOOLS
To the School Board and Citizens of Enfield
:
I present herein my second annual report as Super-
intendent of Schools in Enfield.
In preparing portions of this report I have made use
of material that Mr. Jordan and the teachers prepared
for me.
The School Building
The addition to the school building has proved to be
a big help in improving the school program. The primary
rooms have been an inspiration to both the teachers and
the pupils. The combination gymnasium - cafeteria and
the kitchen have improved the possibilities in physical
education, athletics and assemblies, and have certainly
provided a more comfortable and convenient place for
preparing and serving the school lunch.
We are pleased to note, too, that ever increasing use
is being made of the school facilities and particularly the
gymnasium, by community organizations. This use is gov-
erned by a statement of rules and charges that was pre-
pared by a committee made up of representatives of the
School Board, the school staff and of the citizens of the
community. Their objective in drawing up the rules and
schedule of charges was to facilitate the use of the build-
ing, but at the same time, to protect the good name of the
School District and Town and to insure them against
added costs because of light, heat, damage and deprecia-
tion, and custodial service. The rates charged are as low
as seem possible without added cost accruing to the School
District. Further experience maj^ indicate that the rates
should be revised either upward or downward.
The community is aware that great diflficulty was en-
countered by the Board in getting the building completed.
The contractor was not getting the work done and was
not paying his bills. It became necessary to take advant-
(71)
age of his performance bond and to put the matter in the
hands of the surety company holding the bond. After a
series of long meetings and continued hammering on the
part of the Board and its legal representative, Mr. Fred
Parker Carr, the work was finally done on September 27,
1955. The architect certified the building to be substanti-
ally complete, with the exception of certain minor items
that have since been completed. The Board, therefore,
accepted the building and made final payment on the
contract.
In making the financial settlement, the Board insisted
on certain damages because of delay in completion and
other factors. At the time of final settlement, the total
amount due the contractor was $19,267.47. The claims in-
sisted upon by the Board and finally agreed to by the
contractor and surety company were as follows:
Miscellaneous damages and expenses due to
delay in completion of contract $1,500.00
Cost of heat furnished the builder by the
School District 1,200.00
Added cost for electricity furnished the con-
tractor 165.00
Damages due to leak in roof 95.00
Faulty drawers in cabinets 100.00
On account of legal expenses 375.00
$3,435.00
The final amount paid to the surety company acting
for the contractor was, therefore, $19,267.47, less $3,-
435.00, or $15,832.47.
At the time of final settlement, the surety company
representative and contractor agreed in writing to several
things. One was as follows:
"Now therefore and in consideration thereof, the
L. J. Raymond Company, Inc., and the United States
Fidelity & Guaranty Company jointly and severally rep-
resent and agree that there are no other legal claims
on or against said $15,832.47. It is now agreed that in
consideration of the School District paying to said United
(72)
states Fidelity & Guaranty Company and delivering to
said Walter J. Smith, the duly authorized representa-
tive of said Surety, certified check for said $15,832.47,
that said L. J. Raymond Company, Inc., and the United
States Fidelity & Guaranty Company jointly and sever-
ally promise and agree to hold said School District of
Enfield free and harmless from any and all claims made
against it under said Lien Claims filed and to settle and
pay all just claims for labor, merchandise, rent, hire or
other things used or employed in the carrying out or
the performance of the terms, conditions and provisions
of said contract, plans and specifications or amendments
or extensions thereof and will pay over to said obligee,
the School District of the Town of Enfield, its successors
or assigns, all loss or damage and any further damage,
if any, it may suffer by reason of the alleged claims.
The United States Fidelity & Guaranty Company,
Surety, agrees to enter by its attorneys and defend against
all alleged claims under the contract that they are un-
able or unwilling to settle by negotiations directly with
the claimants."
The contractor and surety also agreed to settle
promptly all just bills against the contractor. At the time
of the writing of this report, we are unable to state
whether all such claims have been paid or not. Con-
tractors did report to us for a considerable period after
the time of the above agreement that they had not re-
ceived their money. Enfield can in no way be held liable
for the claims. The Board, nevertheless, deeply regrets
that, on a project bearing the Enfield name, there should
have been such long delay in making just payments.
The Board is distressed to find that, because of fac-
tors beyond its control, it is having to spend School
Building funds for deficiencies found in the building.
Some of them are as follows:
1. The outside door leading into the boiler room was
so constructed that water poured through it dur-
ing heavy rains or thaws. The alternatives that
seemed to face the Board were drastic grading
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to take the water away from the door or altera-
tions to the opening. The latter seemed to be the
more feasible and economical. The Board, there-
fore, upon advice of a competent contractor, had
the door shortened and a cement curb construct-
ed that will hold out the water.
2. The heating plant, particularly in the old part
of the building, does not work satisfactorily. Some
rooms are too hot and some too cold, in spite ol
the thermostats. Excessive amounts of oil are be-
ing burned. The Board must take some action.
Before taking any further steps, however, it wants
to be as sure as possible that it does the right
thing. It has, therefore, employed the services
of a highly regarded heating engineer to advise
it. His fee will be minimal. It now seems, how-
ever, that expenditures will have to be made to
improve the system.
We are pleased to note that the shop boys, under
the supervision of Mr. Karl Nyhus, shop instructor, have
completed the project of enlarging the shop to include
the old lunch room. This will make it possible to more
nearly meet state requirements that w^ll be discussed
later.
The School Grounds
The grounds on the northeast side of the building
have been graded and covered with gravel. This is the
first step in providing a permanent, hard surface. With-
out such a surface, the grounds would soon be back to
where they were. Funds are, therefore, included in th
1956-57 budget for the necessary work.
Fencing and posts have been purchased to erect
along the southeast side of the playground. Mr. Nyhu.^
and the shop boys have the posts and fencing ready for
erection early in the spring.
Future Building Needs
In my last report, I mentioned further needed im-
provements in the building: Enlarged shop, shower and
locker rooms, better nurse's room, and better home eco-
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nomics facilities. The 1955-56 budget included $500 to
make a start on this work, particularly the shop and the
shower rooms. As noted above, the shop enlargement
has been completed, and at very little cost.
One shower has been installed in the boys' toilet
room, in order to provide some relief and also as an
experiment. Even the one shower has proved to be help-
ful, but, at the same time, has highlighted the need for
shower and locker facilities for both girls and boys.
Additional funds for this purpose have been included in
the School Board's 1956-57 budget. It is hoped that these
funds will be made available.
Enfield must face the fact that it can not continue
for many more years to accommodate both its elemen-
tary and its high school grades in the present plant. A
study of this matter, perhaps by a committee made up
of Enfield citizens, and members of the School Board
and school staff should be started in the near future.
They should consider whether the answer should be
another school building, paying tuition for high school
pupils to anothfir district, consolidation with other dis-
tricts, or some other solution.
In this connection, I want to express appreciation
to Mr. James Jordan, principal, for a school population
study that he is making with the assistance of one or
more of the commercial students. He is making the study
in accordance with a formula that was recommended by
the New England School Development Council and that
is being used with good results throughout the country.
It involves the compilation of considerable data and
many calculations. Its results, however, can be regarded
as about as sound as a population estimate can be.
Curriculum
Mathematics
A curriculum change was made this year to make
it possible for students needing it to receive four years
of college preparatory mathematics. That is, a student
beginning his mathematics this year as a freshman can
continue to get it during his entire four years.
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Arithmetic
The elementary teachers are making a study of the
arithmetic course of study and of arithmetic books. The
present books are ready for replacement. In making the
study, the teachers are reviewing the modern books
from several publishers. It is hoped that a new series
can be adopted for the next school year.
University of N. H. Testing
Each spring, Enfield sophomores participate in a
testing program supervised by the University of New
Hampshire. The tests are designed to measure scholastic
aptitude and, also, reading ability as compared to that
aptitude. Last spring, of the 91 schools tested, Enfield
was one of the 12 to obtain the highest rating that is
given.
Shop
Last summer, we had difficulty in getting approval
from the State Department of Education for the shop
program. The principal reason was that we were offer-
ing, and were equipped to offer, only woodworking for
Grades 7 through 12. The department felt, and with
justification, that six years of woodworking makes too
thin a program, particularly for the boys in Grades 11
and 12.
A representative of the department made a thorough
study of our program, our equipment and of our shop
space. We were given approval for the school year
1955 - 56 onh^ for the following program.
Grades 7 and 8 — Woodworking
Grades 9 and 10 — Cabinet making
Grades 11 and 12 —Building construction
The building construction work was to start immedi-
ately by removal of a portion of the brick wall between
the school shop and the old lunch room, in order that
the latter could become a part of the shop. As noted
earlier, this work has been done.
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In addition, if we are to have approval for shop
for Grades 11 and 12 for another year, we must offer
an enriched program, including some metal work, and
have the necessary machine tools and other equipment
for such a program. Obviously, a good shop program for
Grades 11 and 12 is important. More boys would enroll
in it if they felt that they could get something other
than woodworking for six years. We have, therefore,
included funds in the 1956-57 budget for some of the
equipment that is necessary to a more varied program.
Remedial Reading
The remedial reading work under Mrs. Goodwin
continues to pay dividends. At present, about 40 chil-
dren are receiving help and are showing improvement.
This work makes possible greater individual attention
than can be given in the regular class room. Further-
more, it frees the regular class room teacher for more
attention to the other pupils. The most important thing,
of course, is that it gives greater assurance that chil-
dren with reading difficulties will be improved in that
basic skill before all of their school work is adversely
affected.
I am glad to report that seven teachers have taken
professional improvement courses during the year. Some
took more than one, so that a total of 15 courses were
taken.
Graduates
Of the 1955 graduates, three are attending the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire and one is in Plymouth Teach-
ers College. One has qualified to become one of the ten
who are eligible to take the examination for the new
Air Force Academy. Four of the boys are in the armed
services.
Teachers and Salaries
Of the fifteen members of the regular staff, seven, or
almost fifty percent, are new this year. Obviously no
school, or any other business, can work with the desired
degree of effectiveness with such a rate of turnover.
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We were fortunate to fill the vacancies. In fact, it
was largely luck, circumstances and a lot of seeking that
enabled us to do so. We sent letters telling of our va-
cancies to over forty agencies. State Department place-
ment bureaus and the placement offices of teachers'
colleges and universities. Many of them, including the
Keene and Plymouth Teachers' Colleges, replied that
they had no candidates who were interested in the
salaries that Enfield pays. Many other types of inquiries
brought similar results.
We are lucky in the teachers that we obtained. They
are doing a good job. We are lucky, too, that some of
them had gotten their certificates in the past, for under
the present requirement of a degree for certification we
could have gotten them certified, if at all, only on an
emergency basis. Fortunately, too, they live in the Enfield
area and wanted positions.
We became fearful in the summer that we could not
continue to offer shop and home economics, for we had
not been able to find teachers. It was not until in August
that we succeeded in securing them.
The School Board recognized the acute shortage of
teachers, the fact that teachers' salaries are going up
everywhere, and that we can not always depend on luck
and circumstances. We must be in a position to pay
salaries that will attract and retain teachers. The Board,
therefore, acting with the teachers, formed a salary study
committee made up of two Board members and two rep-
resentatives of the teachers. The committee made as thor-
ough a study of the salary situation as time permitted.
It also conferred with Enfield citizens. One thing became
quite apparent, namely that the beginning salary would
have to be at least $3000. Other salaries should, of course,
be advanced accordingly. The committee's report, when
submitted, was approved by the Board and the necessary
allowance made in the 1955-57 budget.
The essentials of the report are as follows:
1. Raise the minimum salary from $2600 to $3000.
2. Raise the other steps in the salary schedule pro-
portionately, but, because of the cost, not to
attempt to do it all in one year.
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For the first year of operation, that is 1956-57,
a beginning teacher will get $3000. It was felt
that all teachers now on the staff who are not
getting that amount should be raised so that they
would get $3100, or $100 more than a beginner.
This resulted in raises of varying amounts for
several of the teachers. All other full time teach-
ers are to receive an increase of $150.
Funds to carry out these recommendations are in-
cluded in the 1956-57 budget. I sincerely hope that the
School District Meeting will vote to support this step in
the right direction.
Conclusion
In concluding, I want to express sincere appreciation
for the continued support and help from the School Board,
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